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Instructions to Authors for submission of articles to Journal of SWTM: 

Publishing Ethics for Journals 

ISWMAW is committed to the highest standards of publication integrity, aligning its policies with 

COPE guidelines and encouraging authors, editors, and reviewers to adhere to ethical best 

practices for a transparent and accurate academic record.  

Authors must ensure their work is original, properly cited, free of manipulation, and that any 

conflicts of interest are disclosed. ISWMAW actively works to maintain this integrity by investigating 

potential breaches of ethics, such as plagiarism or data manipulation, and taking steps to correct 

or retract articles if they are found to fall short of these standards.  

For more information; see The Code of Conduct and Best Practice Guidelines for Journal Editors: 

https://publicationethics.org/files/Code%20of%20conduct%20for%20journal%20editors_0.pdf 

Visit the COPE website: www.publicationethics.org 

Special issue of Journal 

For special issue of the journal, the conference organisers or individual may write with expression 

of interest to:  journalswtm@gmail.com 

1. Submission process: click on the log in link: 
https://journal.iswmaw.com/login 

Log in with email and existing password, if you are already registered earlier. For new 
registration, click on the “Register Now” at the bottom of log in page. Registration page will 
open. Complete Registration. Remember the password. On Clicking “Register”, My profile 
page will open. Enter your profile. Go to the box on the left side and click on “Upload New & 
Revised Submission” to upload the Abstract, New Paper or Revised paper as the case may be. 
Complete the form, upload the word files of Paper, and save. Log out. This way the paper is 
submitted.  
 
Send in email, the Forwarding Letter, List of Reviewers, word document & pdf version of the 
article, plagiarism similarity %, AI Disclosure and copyright form filled in to:  
journalswtm@gmail.com  & journalswtm@iswmaw.com  
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2. General Instructions: Submitting the manuscript is a representation that it has not 
been copyrighted or published, and is not being submitted for publication elsewhere. A 
forwarding letter along with the paper and other document should be sent to the Editor-
in-Chief. The Papers should have a main author to whom correspondence will be sent. 
The main author carries full responsibility that all other authors have approved the 
manuscript and to pay the PRF. 

 

3. Forwarding Letter: (See the format) 
  
a. A forwarding letter with the title of the paper should contain the following with the 
following information and document, 
◼ Personal declaration that the paper has not been copyrighted or published, and is not 

being submitted for publication elsewhere, 
◼ Personal declaration: I agreed to pay the Processing Registration Fee (PRF) …….. 
◼ Declare the name of Plagiarism Detection Software (PDS) used and the % similarity 

found for the paper (keep max. 15% with self-plagiarism, exclusion of common words 
& quotes), 

◼ Mention the Novelty of the paper in 45 words.  
 

4. List of Reviewers & Author/s (See the format): Submit tabular list of 4 reviewers 
[from different country/ies, none from author’s organisation/s] & list of all authors 
[name, designation, affiliation, email id and mobile no]   

 

5. Manuscript (Article): Include Postal address, email address, country code, mobile no, 
of the corresponding author. Titles and headings should be of max. 12 words.  Avoid 
using footnotes - instead use referencing. Units should be SI or American with SI in 
parentheses. Be as concise as feasible – avoid unnecessary or repetitive information. Full 
article should be between 25,000 to 35,000 characters counted with space. Article should 
be submitted with 25 mm margin on each side on A4 size, using 12 font size times roman 
letters, single space in word document and pdf files in single column. Figure & 
tables with good readability should be cited in the text or source given.  
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a. Abstract and Keywords: Abstract (mandatory) in 250 words should clearly outline the 
main idea/study, Research questions, Research Objectives, outcome & novelty & 5 
keywords for indexing purposes. 

 

b. Illustrations: All illustrations (tables, graphs, photographs & figures) should be legible, 
properly identified by numbers and with short caption and source citation, is any. Each 
illustration should be cited within the text before the illustrations. The illustrations should 
mention sources, wherever required.  

 

c. References: APA (American Psychological Association) system [e.g., (Ghosh, 2025), 
(Mersky et al, 2024), & so on] should be used with alphabetized reference list at the end 
of the paper. All references should be complete, give adequate information & doi. 
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Plagiarism detection at an early stage may be helpful to: 

• educate authors who are less familiar with the ethics of publishing; 

• reduce the workload for editors and reviewers if ethical issues are captured at an early stage. 

• the authors to check the plagiarism with the help of an effective PDS to remain within the limits. 
 

Key Aspects of an Article's Quality 
 
➢ Novelty and Innovation: The research presents new insights, approaches, or findings that advance 

the current understanding within its field.  
 
➢ Methodological Rigor: The study's methodology is sound, appropriate for the research question, 

and implemented correctly.  
 
➢ Evidence and Data Analysis: The data presented is comprehensive, and the analysis logically 

supports the conclusions.  
 
➢ Clear and Convincing Arguments: The article's arguments are well-structured and persuasive, 

effectively contributing to the existing research landscape.  
 
➢ Impact and Benefit: The research offers a tangible benefit to the field or society and demonstrates 

superiority or added value compared to existing research.  
 

AI Tools Use 
 

➢ Journal of Solid Waste Technology and Management’s, policy in ISWMAW concerning the use of 

artificial intelligence (AI) in manuscripts is as follows.  

➢ While JSWTM does not encourage or permit the use of AI-generated content, AI-assisted tools 

may be used for language refinement and structuring. To ensure transparency, authors are 

required to select the statement that best represents their use of AI tools in the writing process, 

as given below. The selected statement will be footnoted in the chapter.  

➢ The authors may note that, in case, even at the final stage of publication, it is found that the 

article has AI-generated contents and has been developed using AI-generated tools, the articles 

may be rejected for publication. 
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Introduction 

Researchers/Contributors should conduct their research - from research proposal to publication - 

in line with best practices and codes of conduct of relevant professional bodies and/or national 

and international regulatory bodies. In rare cases it is possible that ethical issues or misconduct 

could be encountered in your journal when research is submitted for publication. ISWMAW 

advises you to contact Editorial Office of the Journal of Solid Waste Technology and 

management,  if you are dealing with a (potential) case of publishing misconduct. 

Publishing ethics 

General publishing ethics are the principles and best practices that ensure the accuracy, integrity, 

and reliability of published research, promoting honesty, transparency, and accountability among 

authors, reviewers, and editors to protect the scholarly record. Key areas include accurate 

reporting of data, proper authorship and citation, avoidance of plagiarism and data 

fabrication, disclosure of conflicts of interest, and ethical treatment of human and animal 

subjects. Publishers and journals are responsible for establishing clear policies and procedures to 

uphold these standards and to investigate any alleged misconduct while the contributors of any 

article is held responsible to check the plagiarism of own submission and before submission the 

contributors must assure that the article is checked by an effective PDS [Plagiarism Detection 

Software] to check the similarity percentages and should be within the acceptable limits for 

publication declared by the journal. Should you prefer to read a document including the complete 

guide on publication ethics, please study relevant information from reliable sources.  

For more information; see The Code of Conduct and Best Practice Guidelines for Journal Editors: 

https://publicationethics.org/files/Code%20of%20conduct%20for%20journal%20editors_0.pdf 

visit the COPE website: www.publicationethics.org 

Publishing ethics policy  

 
Guidelines: Submission of the work 

➢ That the work has not been published before (except in the form of an abstract or as part of 

a published lecture, review or thesis), 

➢ That the publication has been approved by all co-authors and responsible authorities at the 

institute or organization, as is applicable, where the work has been carried out, 

mailto:journalswtm@gmail.com
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➢ That the work is not under consideration elsewhere, 

➢ That copyright has not been breached in seeking its publication. 

 

Guidelines: What constitutes authorship & how proposed changes to authorship 

are handled 

➢ Although there is no universal definition of what constitutes authorship it is recommended 

that authors adhere to the guidelines for authorship that are applicable in their specific 

research field. In absence of specific guidelines, it is recommended to adhere to the 

following guidelines a, b: 

➢ made substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work, significant review of 

any aspects; or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data; or the creation of new 

software/ models used in the work;  

➢ drafted the work or revised it critically for important intellectual content and significant 

contribution; 

➢ approved the version to be published; and 

➢ agree to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the 

accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved. 
 
Based on/adapted from: 
a. ICMJE, Defining the Role of Authors and Contributors, http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-

responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html 
 

b. Transparency in authors’ contributions and responsibilities to promote integrity in scientific publication, McNutt at all, PNAS February 

27, 2018 https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1715374115 
 

Description of the peer review process 

 

➢ Peer review is fundamental in ensuring the integrity of the scientific publication process and 

can flag potential misconduct at an early stage. The peer review process starts once you have 

submitted your article to the journal. After submission, your article will be sent for 

assessment by independent experts in your field. The reviewers are asked to judge the 

validity, significance, and originality of your work. COPE has developed ethical guidelines for 

peer reviewers which can be used as a reference for providing guidance to peer reviewers. 
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➢ For more information see COPE Ethical Guidelines for Peer Reviewers. 

https://publicationethics.org/files/Code%20of%20conduct%20for%20journal%20editors_0.pdf 

➢ The purpose of peer review is to evaluate the paper’s quality and suitability for publication. 

As well as peer review acting as a form of quality control for academic journals, it is a very 

useful source of feedback for you to improve the quality of the contents in the article. The 

feed back can be used to improve your paper before it is published. So at its best, peer 

review is a collaborative process, where authors engage in a dialogue with peers in their 

field, and receive constructive support to advance their work.  

 

Editorial Board 
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